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ing. Indeed, they have often been heard to make a
peroration so well calculated for persuasion, and that
off-hand, that they would excite the admiration of
the most experienced in the arena of eloquence.
Their bodies, well proportioned, handsome because
of their height, vigorous in strength, correspond to
their minds. They have the same complexion as the
French, although they disfigure it with fat and rancid
oil, with which they grease themselves; nor do they
neglect paints of various colors, by means of which
they appear beautiful to themselves, but to us ridic-
ulous. Some may be seen with blue noses, but with
cheeks and eyebrows black; others mark forehead,
nose and cheeks with lines of wvarious colors: one
would think he beheld so many hobgoblins. They
believe that in colors of this description they are
dreadful to their enemies, and that likewise their
own fear in line of battle will be concealed as by a
veil; finally, that it hardens the skin of the body, so
that the cold of winter is more easily borne. Besides
these colors, which are usually applied or removed
according to the pleasure of each person, many im-
press upon the skin fixed and permanent representa-
tions of birds or animals, such as a snake, an eagle, or
a toad, in the following manner: With awls, spear-
points, or thorns they so puncture the neck, breast or
cheeks as to trace rude outlines of those objects;
next, they insert into the pierced and bleeding skin
a black powder made from pulverized charcoal,
which unites with the blood and so fixes upon the
living flesh the pictures which have been drawn that
no length of time can efface them. Some entire
tribes — that especially which is called the Tobacco
nation, and also another, which is called the Neutral
nation — practice it as a continuous custom and



